KULALUK LEASE AREA – Timeline of deals and agreements between the leaseholders and others.

12 March 1980 – Roche Bros Pty Ltd write to Gwalwa Daraniki Association Inc: “We confirm your agreement to our request to provide filling from your land west of the new Fannie Bay – Nightcliff Connector Road and approximately opposite Fitzer Drive (chainage 2,300M to 2,700M on the new road). We will pay your Association 25 cents per cubic metre for all material removed... We will pay a deposit of $250 into your association Account before we commence work and the balance when the work is completed. Approximately 6.000 to 8,000 cubic metres is expected to be required. We trust this agreement will be to our mutual benefit.”

11th September 1981 – Special General meeting of Gwalwa Daraniki Association Inc informed that Redco Real Estate has offered $78,000 if leaseholders agree to “East Haven” proposed marina and canal housing project over Ludmilla Creek 

April 27, 1987: Kulaluk Special Purpose Lease 465 of 301 hectares converted to Crown Lease in Perpetuity 00671. The new lease is “conditional upon compliance by the lessee, with the covenants and conditions to be complied by the lessee.” 

August 22, 1993, “Big Theme Park planned for Darwin”: NT News reports:  “A huge commercial, tourism and leisure park is planned for Darwin. The site earmarked is at Kulaluk, vacant Aboriginal land bounded by Bagot Road and Dick Ward Drive ... The proposal – developed by architects Woods Bagot for Mr Smith’s Darwin-based family company Vysrose Pty Ltd – is now with the Town Planning Authority. It was lodged following the signing of an option for a long-term lease with the owner of the land, the Gwalwa Daraniki Association. The proposal would include a motel-restaurant, holiday apartments, a nine-hole par-three golf course – including a driving range – a go-kart track and a water-theme recreation park. This would include water slides, lakes, cable water skiing and white water rafting. In addition venues for activities such as indoor cricket, volleyball, badminton, basketball and netball would be provided. The Bagot Road frontage would be developed for a range of service and commercial uses.

17 January 1996 – Under-lease to part of Lot 5182 granted to McDonald Properties (Australia) Pty ltd, expiring on 6 July 2094.

17 January 1996 – Sub Lease over part Lot 5182 to Vysrose Pty Ltd, expiring on 7 July, 2094.

16 September 1996 – Caveat over part Lot 5182 signed to Citiland Corporation Pty Ltd (Directors of Citiland were listed in February 2006 as Tony Fu Chin Jape, Alan Fu Kung Jape, Kong Su Jape and Ernest Sue Wah Chin).

February 1997 – Development Permit DP97/0077 issued by JOHN MALEY and PATRICIA DAVIES as delegates of the Northern Territory Planning Authority. Consent granted for prawn farm. Permit states “upon cessation of the use, the area used for ponds shall be rehabilitated to the requirements and satisfaction of the Secretary, Department of Lands, Planning and Environment”. North Australian Aquaculture Company (ACN 068222908) to operate with majority of the product to be sold through SAFCOL.

8 January 1998 – Sublease granted to Rodney Sean Nagas for the purpose of a Prawn Farm, expiring on 19 October 2009.

November 2004 – Gwalwa Daraniki Association Inc signs an agreement with NT Government's department of Business, Industry and Industry Development (DBIRD) Fisheries Group to jointly progress a crab aquaculture venture on the Kulaluk lease using abandoned prawn farm ponds. After a two year time period the GDA is to have full control (Reference: Establishment of a Mud Crab Aquaculture Venture and Demonstration Site on Gwalwa Daraniki Land at Kulaluk: Prepared in Partnership by the Gwalwa Daraniki Association, and Northern Territory Department of Business, Industry and Industry Development - Fisheries Group, April 2005).

16 June 2005 - “Gwalwa Daraniki Enterprises Pty Ltd” business “Mudla Farms” registered on ASIC's database.
 2005 - Commonwealth Government signs a Shared Responsibility Agreement (SRA) with the Gwalwa Daraniki Association. SRA to provide ‘the foundations for a mud crab business that can employ young people and develop business skills amongst indigenous communities in Darwin harbour’. $450,000 provided for the conversion of the failed prawn farm to a crab farm. The SRA funding to be coordinated through Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP) and Structured Training and Employment Projects (STEP), for six aquaculture trainees and two administration trainees. 
9 March 2006 – NT Minister for Planning and Lands Chris Burns signs Exceptional Development Permit EDP05/0011 for Kulaluk crab farm published in the NT Government Gazette on 22 March 2006. Burns writes: “I can assure you that due process was followed in the approval of the application and that environmental issues were carefully considered ... the project is an appropriate use of existing ponds which will contribute to the economic development of the local community.”

16 May 2006 – Treasurer Peter Costello visits Kulaluk Crab Farm.

November 2006 - Stockpile of construction rubble commences on Lot 5182 Dick Ward Drive, Town of Darwin (Minmarama Estate). David Ritchie of Department of Lands and Planning writes that “the placement of fill is understood to have originated through a private arrangement between the lessees (Gwalwa Daraniki) and a private construction company”.

28 March 2007 – ABC reports up to $433,180 under the Regional Partnership Programme granted for the development of stage two of the Kulaluk Mudcrab Farm. Federal Member for Solomon, Mr David Tollner says “Australian Government funds will assist Gwalwa Daraniki Enterprises Pty Ltd to expand the pond area, complete capital works and purchase materials.” [Note: Helen Secretary given as “director” of “Gwalwa Daraniki Enterprises P/L”]

 28 October 2008 – GDA's crab farm business name “Mudla Farms” de-registered on ASIC's database.

9 March 2009 – Arafura Harbour. “Non Lapsing Caveat” signed between Gwalwa Daraniki Association Inc and Gwelo Investments Pty Ltd (later Arafura Habour P/L) over most of the lease on the seaward side of Dick Ward Drive.
11 May 2010  - “Rezoning bid from Jape clan: 23ha prime land up for grabs,” NT News reports on page 4, “One of Darwin's best-known developer families is behind a proposal to develop bush land near the city... It concerns 23ha of land between Ludmilla and Coconut Grove, between Bagot Road and Dick Ward Drive. The Jape family is involved through their company Citiland. They are in partnership with the Gwalwa Daraniki Association – which holds the perpetual lease over the Kulaluk land.”
30 November 2010 – Gerry McCarthy, Minister for Lands and Planning, decides not to rezone Part Lot 8630 Town of Nightcliff and Part Lot 5182 Town of Darwin (“Burial Block”) because the land is located in a primary surge zone and “forms a buffer between adjacent development and sensitive mangroves” and “there is no demonstrated benefit to the community or improved land use planning outcomes by the proposal.”
3 June 2011 - Gerry McCarthy, Minister for Lands and Planning, agrees to rezone Areas A and B of Lot 5182 (Citiland-Jape) from Restricted Development to Specific Use Zone Darwin No.37.
25-30 January 2014 – Halikos Group begins geotechnical drilling on lease NTP 7265 “Nightcliff Island” adjoining Kulaluk Lease Area in Nightcliff.
7 March 2014 - Minister for Lands, Planning and the Environment Peter Chandler decides to rezone Part Lot 5182 Town of Darwin and Part Lot 8630 Town of Nightcliff (Dragon Lady P/L development otherwise known as “Burial Block”) for specific industrial and service commercial uses (see McCarthy decision on rezoning application for the same land, 30 November 2010).
1 May 2014 – Despite protests by Larrakia Nation members and supporters, clearing begins by Ernie Chin's Dragon Lady P/L on “Burial Block” rezoned by Peter Chandler on 7 March.
15 May, 2014 - Peter Chandler, the Minister for Lands, Planning and the Environment refuses to grant an Exceptional Development Permit for the Halikos stockpile. He states in part “the land is within Zone CN (Conservation) of the NT Planning Scheme, and the development proposed would otherwise be prohibited”.
June 2014 - An NT Heritage Listing Application is lodged by Larrakia Nation Aboriginal Corporation  & Environment Defenders Office NT. 

21 October 2014 - NT Heritage Council rejects application by Larrakia Nation.

1 November 2014 – Three die in house fore at Kulaluk Community. One severely burnt but survives.

19th December 2014 - An appeal lodged with the NT Lands, Mining & Planning Tribunal (LMPT) to be heard by Magistrate Greg Cavanagh. 
30 December 2014 - Tribunal chairman Greg Cavanagh refers application for heritage listing back to Heritage Council for a detailed historical analysis. 
May 2015 - Minister for Lands and Planning, Dave Tollner writes: “My predecessor [refused] to consent to a recent application for the unlawful stockpile of fill located at the end of Fitzer Drive and required the stockpile to be removed. My Department is monitoring this situation to ensure compliance, with a 'fill removal and revegetation management plan' required to be developed.”
31 May 2015 - Dr David Ritchie's report published, “Review of the Assessment Process Carried Out in Relation to the Kulaluk Lease Area” prepared for the Northern Territory Heritage Council.

8 September 2015 – Media release by Adam Giles, Chief Minister of the Northern Territory, and David Tollner, Minister for Lands and Planning describes a Memorandum of Understanding between GDA and NT Government. “Chief Minister Adam Giles said the Territory Government would work with the GDA to develop an economic master plan for 3sq km of Crown land between Ludmilla Creek and Nightcliff (see also “Community land to be freehold”, NT News, Friday September 20, 2015).
10 February 2016 – Under Section 35(4) of Heritage Act, the Minister for Lands and Planning declares Provisional declaration of a Heritage Place over the Kulaluk Lease Area.
15 February 2016 - Axiom Properties Ltd media release announces the company has entered into a 50/50 Joint Venture Agreement with a prominent local Northern Territory family to develop a major retail project on Bagot Road, Ludmilla. Axiom to be responsible for “$100 million, multi-stage project that will incorporate a sub-regional, supermarket-based shopping centre and specialty tenancies as well as associated fast-food pad sites and convenience retail outlets. The proposed scheme also allows for some substantial large format retail. Discussions are already well advanced with the proposed supermarket operator and discount department store … The 17.1 hectares of land is zoned SD37 (Specific Use Zone Darwin No.37) and is capable of incorporating in excess of 50,000 squ.m of retail areas. The land is secured under a long term lease structure with the NT Government, administered through the Gwalwa Daraniki Association … The Project is expected to commence following satisfaction of Axiom's Due Diligence in approximately 3 months.”
29 April 2016 - Minister Tollner revokes Provisional declaration of a Heritage Place of 10 February 2016 and decides not to permanently declare the Kulaluk Lease Area as a Heritage Place. EDONT appeals.
 25 October 2016 – Consent Orders relating to the appeal by EDONT filed in Supreme Court by Solicitor for the NT, referring a final decision to the new Minister for Tourism and Culture, Ms Lauren Moss.

17 July 2017 – Lauren Moss decides not to permanently declare the Kulaluk Lease Area a Heritage Place.

